The Tavern at Cedar Bridge:  A Chronology of Ownership
Summarized Early Recorded History:


December 4, 1712


Jonathan Fox of Great Britain conveyed to Thomas and [295 years ago]


William Fox 1/15 of a proprietary of land to be laid out in 





the 3rd or 4th tenths (Burlington or Gloucester counties) in 





West Jersey.


August 5, 1743


The Council of Proprietors issued a warrant for 333.5 acres 





(the unsurveyed half of the 1/15 propriety).

October 8, 1743


Jonathan and Thomas Fox (William being 







deceased) conveyed 283 1/3 acres to John Morrow (all 





parties of New Hanover Township, Burlington County).






From October 1743 to November 1766, deeds were either 





not recorded or were lost.  However, from a subsequent 





deed, it appears that the property passed from John Morrow 




to Thomas Foulkes and then later to John Middleton of 





Nottingham Township, Burlington County.  
November 16, 1799


Jon Middleton provides in his will the use of the farm and 





improvements at “Sedar” Bridge for his his on, Joel 






Middleton, until Joel’s death, at which time it is to be sold 





by the executors.   Based on the reference to 







“improvements,” it is surmised that the building was 





constructed sometime between 1761 and 1799.  

May 10, 1813



The 101 acres were conveyed to Isaiah Heisler for 






$1,149.30. Later, on February 23, 1816, Joel Middletown 





gave a quitclaim deed to Heisler to the remainder of the 





property known as Cedar Bridge.   It was probably at about 





this time that it became a tavern and stagecoach stop.

February 1816 – May 1926

The land was bought and old to a number of people.  

1926 - 1959



Check most recent title search.

1959 – December 27, 2007

Rudolph Koenig has owned and preserved this historic 





property.
Besides being here with you all to celebrate the purchase and preservation of this historic Tavern and property, I am here today to thank a number of people who have made this occasion a reality.  It has been a long five years of perseverance and patience, but the payoff has been well worth the frustration and wait.  

First, I must thank Tim Hart, president of the Stafford Historical Society who asked me way back in the fall of 2002 if he and Tom Farner, author of New Jersey in History: Fighting to Be Heard, could give a presentation about the last battle of the American Revolution at one of the Cultural & Heritage Commission’s regular monthly meetings.    Naturally, my interest was piqued by this intriguing historical topic – the last battle of the American Revolution right here in Ocean County.  And so, I invited them to our November 19 meeting way back in 2002.   Little did I realize that that fateful meeting would lead to this momentous day.   Besides recounting the story of the fight that ensued right here on this historic land at Cedar Bridge on December 27, 1782, they told us about this unique colonial building which through the years as withstood the ravages of time, weather, fire, and most of all man. 
In tandem with Tim and Tom, although I cannot thank this person, I should mention him.  For if it hadn’t been for Loyalist Captain John Bacon, we probably would not be here today to commemorate the 225th anniversary of that last skirmish or to celebrate Ocean County’s acquisition of this historic site.   As you may know, because he stopped by, with his band of pine robbers, at this watering hole deep in the Pine Barrens, halfway between Camden and Tuckerton, the patriot militia, led by Captain Richard Shreve, found and engaged the enemy in that final land battle. 
Third, I’d like to thank Rudolph Koenig, the Tavern’s owner, who, incidentally, has probably owned it for more years – 47 – than anyone.  Without his interest, concern, and dedication to its preservation, this fabulous piece of our history might not have been here for us to celebrate today.    Following the Hart-Farner presentation to the Commission in late 2002, I asked Tim to arrange for an on-site visit sometime in the spring.  And so, on May10, 2003, the Commission was graciously welcomed by Mr. Koenig and treated to a tour of the Tavern and surrounding property.   We were fascinated by the colonial corner bar and fireplaces still intact after more than 200 years.     
Next, my appreciation is extended to the freeholders who listened to Tim and Tom give their presentation about the last skirmish of the Revolution at Cedar Bridge and its little known tavern at a pre-board meeting on July 9, 2003.  I’m sure they had no idea that their attentiveness at that meeting would lead to the county’s acquisition of an historic site.   However, I am also just as sure that the freeholders’ interest in a tavern is entirely fortuitous.

I am also grateful to Mike Magnum, director of the Ocean County Department of Parks & Recreation, who demonstrated his whole-hearted support by being willing to broaden his department’s scope of responsibilities to include the care and guardianship of this historic property.   Mike and his staff worked diligently to see this project come to fruition and will be in charge of preserving the historic and architectural integrity of the Tavern.    

Finally, you all should know that Freeholder John Bartlett supported this project from the get-go. As a history buff himself, he listened to my pleas and championed my cause.  He knows that this was a project that meant a great deal to me.  I really, really wanted to see the County acquire and protect what I consider to me this most significant piece of its history.  He convinced his colleagues on the Board of Chosen Freeholders to approve the purchase.  To me and all of you, he is our modern-day patriot hero who saved this Tavern at Cedar Bridge for posterity.  Thank you Freeholder Bartlett.  
